        SWINDON OLDER PEOPLES FORUM
Outcome of Open Meeting Round Table Discussion on Housing Options for Older People in Swindon (16 April 2013)
Does your current housing/accommodation meet your needs?

Does at present but will need extensive and costly maintenance (eg. rewiring) in the future
Many were happy and lived in a variety of accommodation (private, social, houses, flats)
What needs do you have that are not provided in your current housing/accommodation?

More space ie. larger rooms

Downstairs toilet
Moved too soon to sheltered housing

Stairs or move to one level

More socials and get togethers  (lost Lunch Clubs)

Are you aware that your needs for housing/accommodation exist, or are provided elsewhere, in Swindon?
No shortage of Council/Housing Association property

No awareness of where to go for information on options etc

What is preventing you from accessing housing/accommodation that best suits your needs? 

Most attendees were content with current accommodation

Does SBC have enough smaller properties

Sparse information and problems for those who are poorly sighted or who have special needs 

Selling before buying renting option

Some unable to afford flat rents
No affordable retirement villages all have high rents and high service charges

In an ideal world what features (eg. new technology services; space provision) should be integrated into housing/accommodation for older people?

Solar Panel to reduce space heating/water heating  costs

Community Land and/or Space rooms
Outside storage provision for garden tools etc.

Facilities for Physiotherapy, exercise and healthcare screening

Bigger rooms or rooms with movable walls
Air conditioning

Water harvesting

Good outside lighting and CCTV cameras

Broadband/cable TV etc plus computers in social areas and communal rooms
Maintenance costs

Car parking for each flat, a bike shed and storage for mobility scooters with charging points

Ensure good bus services/links

Any further points you wish to raise?
Need more extra care housing and make it more widely available

Are builders building what the older generation need? Most builders seem to build accommodation which is like old nursing homes. 

Empty private housing not being used by landlords ---why?

More community and other transport options for the elderly 

Transport problems for those living in rural areas

Is the “Bedroom Tax” stopping tenants from leading normal lives? 

Need a minimum room size to cope with wheelchairs etc

More publicity for Bobby Van and Homeline

Need for monitoring of tenants services by outside agencies

